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Oct. 11, 2002
Contact: Bernadette Bannister, director, UM Continuing Education’s Community and
Professional Services, (406) 243-6098.
TRAINING HELPS COMMUNITIES PREVENT WILDFIRE DISASTERS
MISSOULA The University of Montana-Missoula Continuing Education’s Community and
Professional Services Environmental Management Program will offer a training series aimed to
help community leaders develop resources and strategies to reduce the impact of wildland fire
in the urban interface.
"Wildfire, not IF, but WHEN" is scheduled for Oct. 21-22 and Nov. 5. The first
training sessions on Monday, Oct. 21, will be held at the James E. Todd Building on the UMMissoula campus. A field trip is scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 22.
During the two-day training, participants will assess landscape dynamics, develop
achievable "firewise" goals for managing small to large properties, and learn how to fund
community projects through grants and strategic partnerships. Training will include
information about promoting community involvement to prevent wildland-urban fire disasters
through an understanding of how homes ignite during wildfires. Participants also will learn to
use geographic information systems to visualize and assess fire hazards.
The final sessions of the series on Tuesday, Nov. 5, offer participants an opportunity to
use information from the October training in their communities to develop grant proposals,
presentations, plans and goals, and then bring them back to the UM-Missoula campus for
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evaluation and review.
Fees for the training are $50 for Oct. 21 classroom sessions, $25 for the Oct. 22 field
trip, and $50 for the Nov. 5 evaluation and review sessions. Participants registering for the
entire series pay only $100. A reduced fee will be offered if two members from the same
organization or community attend.
For more information or to register, call Debbra Graham at (406) 243-4623, e-mail her
at Debbra.graham@mso.umt.edu or go online to http://www.umt.edu/ccesp/trc/fire.htm.
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